256,                  OUR EVOLVING CIVILIZATION

Nowhere else do six major rivers flow along close-set parallel courses,
as they clo behind Burma and Yunnan (Fig. 28). Here in a distance
of only 400 miles between Sadiya and Tatsienlu are the major gorges
of the following rivers: Brahmaputra, Irawadi, Salween, Mekong, Yang-
tse, and Yalung. No important settlement can ever subdue this unkind
environment except in so far as it puts a road across, to pass it as soon
as possible. Between areas A and C are the high arid plateaus of Iran
and Tibet which are not likely to carry many more folk in the future
than they do now. Hence we are left with four major sources of man
power, three of which are inhabited by millions of a very progressive
type. How are other more material assets for military purposes distri-
buted over the face of the earth?

WORLD RESOURCES OF COAL, OIL, IRON, ETC,

What is known as "heavy industry'7 was almost the prime factor in
the Second World War. Almost all our weapons depended on huge
supplies of iron and steel, and these in turn can only economically be
worked in the vicinity of large sources of fuel. Of all fuels coal is still
by far the most important, for it supplies eight or ten times the power
based on hydro-electric supplies, and four or five times the power
based on oil.5

Many maps have been published showing the coal, iron and oil,
and water-power resources of the world; but most of them confuse
the reader by charting innumerable small sources, which are of very
little importance in a world struggle such as that which has engaged
us. In the four maps in Fig, 74 I have endeavoured to select only
those resources which are worth considering in a general study of what
the Germans call GeopolitiL Their sole interest to the Germans is
in their value for the arts of war with a view to the conquest of the
world by the German Reich. But the student of Geop&cific$e (as I have
ventured to label a study such as the present volume) is almost as much
concerned in these distributions of power, since the production of
"ploughshares" just as much as of "swords" depends on these same
factors.                                                                                         ?'

The older geographies gave the layman the impression that the

'See The Economic Forces of the World, Dresdner Bank, Berlin, 1927.
6Geopacifics is a hybrid word (like television or autobus) coined as a contrast with
geopolitics.